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Base data 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64; ** Household Subsistence Level is defined as earning an annual income of R19,200 
 
Urban themes 
 
Residential Large strides have been made in formalising informal settlements in Motherwell since 2001, with 

almost a third of all houses (in excess of 10,000 units) having been constructed using subsidies. 
Approximately 2,500 households still live in shacks, however, and the low densities achieved in existing 
housing developments places a question mark over the sustainability of the area. Although there is churn 
in the housing market, there is no evidence of private developers being interested in building affordable 
housing. The absence of developer activity is caused by a number of factors including limited amounts 
of reasonably priced land, high servicing and building costs, planning delays, affordability constraints 
and competing RDP products. 

 
Commercial Motherwell’s lack of density, combined with the fact that there are no significant transport hubs in the 

area mean that the viability of a great deal of commercial activity is doubtful. It also explains why only 
a small proportion of land zoned for commercial activities has been developed, and why residents 
frequently prefer to shop in the Port Elizabeth CBD. 

  
Linkages  Motherwell is poorly located in relation to economic nodes in Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage, and it is 

doubtful that proposed corridor developments in the city will impact significantly on Motherwell’s 
peripheral status. On the other hand, Motherwell borders Coega, and the development of the port and 
IDZ could benefit the people of Motherwell, especially if a policy decision were taken to grant 
preferential status to Motherwell’s residents for jobs and training opportunities associated with Coega. 

 
Public sector performance: General observations 

� The Motherwell Urban Renewal Programme has invested heavily in housing development and in the provision of 
municipal infrastructure, a programme which has improved quality of life in the area significantly. 

� Although local economic development has received attention, more needs to be done to ensure that the business 
climate in Motherwell is improved. 

� There are concerns that the rest of the Metro Council does not regard Motherwell as a priority relative to all the other 
needs that it must attend to. 

 

General actions 
� Economic development must focus more on the business environment, including ensuring that residential densities 

are raised and that commercial infrastructure is colocated with any transport hubs that may be developed. 
� Concerns about the enforceability of property rights in the property market must be addressed through institutional 

reform, education and by the political leaders. 
� Preferential treatment should be accorded to residents of Motherwell by Coega. 
 

Population 187,680 (MURP, 2005) Urban population 100% 

Employment rate 25% (average for urban nodes: 
33%; average for SA: 33%) 

Min Grade 12 education 25% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 68% of total population Access to electricity 
% of people living below 

HSL** 
76% (average for urban nodes: 
67%; average for SA: 65%) 

 
90% (MURP, 2005) (average for 
urban nodes: 74%; average for SA: 
70%) 


